Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 70 June 1977 June 1969 have been ignored. With the exception of the excellent chapter on echocardiography by Dr Hagler, the text appears as authoritative history.
The clinical profiles chapter is inadequate, with poor consideration of natural history, differential diagnosis and the fundamental significance of associated extracardiac malformations. Electrocardiography is well presented and informative, and surgical treatment clearly described so that physicians can understand the problems. An admirable attempt is made to determine the unnatural history after surgery, but before the results of the well drawn actuarial curves are taken as gospel, one must know how many patients survived ten years or more and what were the methods of evaluation. The anatomical pictures are breathtaking, and must have been inspired by Jesse Edwards. From these any reader can learn the anatomy of atrioventricular defects, provided he is not influenced by the sometimes careless and misleading captions. The embryology is lucid but not as up to date as would be expected from the distinguished author.
The book provides a good basic introduction to the subject, but will disappoint informed en- Those working for higher qualifications in ophthalmology will undoubtedly be pleased with the appearance of this book, which with remarkable success has managed to cover many of the important subjects in this vast and ever-growing aspect of ophthalmology.
As a textbook, its appeal lies in the clarity of the text, the minimal use of graphs and tables, the competence of the authors and the useful bibliographies. There are also copious good black and white photographs including some excellent angiographs. However, to include thirty-six topics in 550 pages has necessitated a brevity, which in some areas greatly reduces the value of the contribution. The subject has been divided into diagnostic aspects, inflammatory disorders, vascular disorders, endocrine and hxematological disorders, genetics and drug reactions, and a very large section on neurophthalmology.
The limitations imposed by multiple authorship are hard to avoid in a textbook with such a wide coverage of highly specialized knowledge; but the price is reasonable, and its popularity seems assured.
P D TREVOR-ROPER

Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon
Westminster Hospital Some other biochemical polymorphisms are also included: the ability to taste phenylthiocarbamide, the acetylator system and the excretion of ,B-aminoisobutyric acid. Finally, there is a section on the calculation of gene frequencies and the application of the computer to such calculations. Most of the book is taken up with the blood group systems. The vast amount of material included in this book has taken many years to collect, assemble, classify, tabulate and analyse, a huge task accomplished by dedicated and intensely hard work. It is presented in a series of introductory chapters of admirable clarity. The transplantation antigens of the leukocytes have, according to Dr Mourant's preface, come to late to be included, but he says that they have a very great potential for characterizing populations, and that when the time comes their population genetics will need a separate monograph. It is stated that in extracting data from the literature, the authors originally planned to end with material published in 1968 but this was subsequently extended to 1969; from the beginning of 1970 they have included only data which were accessible with ease, or which made a substantial contribution to known world distribution patterns, especially those of newly discovered factors.
Tables distributed on 850 pages provide details of the population distributions of the system described. There are three indices: a general index to the text, an author index to the text and tables, and an index of populations mentioned in the tables. The book is a unique compendium of much basic quantitative data of human population genetics. It will, therefore. be an invaluable and standard source of reference for workers in physical anthropology and in human genetics, both academic and clinical. The printing is of high standard and the authors and printers are to be congratulated on producing this impressive volume.
P BARKHAN
Consultant Hamatologist
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